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The Strategic Implications of China's Building a Harmonious World
-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives

  (Ming-Yuan, Hu)

Abstract
This study approaches the Harmonious World concept proposed by China and analyzes 

its strategic implications from Neo-Liberalism perspectives, to explore China's diplomatic 
policy and objectives. After China's 17th National Congress of the CPC, the Harmonious 
World concept has become the baseline of its foreign policy. The strategic intention this 
concept include: first, building an attractive system to other countries; second, consciously 
managing the relationship with other countries; third, building a external environment 
favorable to its economic development; fourth, eliminating the noise in the domestic politics. 
The Harmonious World concept is in many ways consistent with Neo-Liberalism. However, 
taking into account China's New Security Perspective and its intention to establish new 
international political and economic order, we can only regard this idea as China's efforts to 
shape a favorable external environment and strategic applications to foreign policy. Therefore, 
the concept is, at best, a strategic approach that China uses to see external security environment 
and manage its foreign affairs. Based on this understanding, from China's foreign relation, we 
see Harmonious World as a foreign policy means that China use to reach its national interests 
and promote a Chinese-style ideology of international relations theories.

Keywords: harmonious world, Neo-Liberalism, Prisoner's Dilemma, China's foreign policy



4      

1 1998 10 28-30
2005 2

196 http://big5.
xinhuanet.com/gate/big5/news.xinhuanet.com/newscenter/2007/10/24/content_6884098.htm

2 1999 8 16 14
3 60

2005 9 16 1
4 http://big5.xinhuanet.com/gate/big5/news.xinhuanet.com/newscenter/2007-

10/24/content_6938568.htm
5 Jack S. Levy, Learning and Foreign Policy: Sweeping a Conceptual  Minefield , International Organization, Vol. 

48, 2, Spring 1994, p.283.

1

2

2005 9

60
32007 10

4

5



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   5

6 (David 
A. Baldwin) 2001
5 3

7 John Gerard Ruggie, Constructing the World Polity: Essays on International Institution (London: Routledge, 1998), 
p.9.

8 (Joseph Grieco)
2001 5 131-134

9 Robert O. Keohane, International Institutions and State Power: Essays in International Relations Theory (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1990), p.6.

10 2001 5
83-117

11 (Robert Powell)
2001 5 ) 228-229

(Neo-Liberalism)

(Realism) (Neorealism)
6

(anarchy)

7

8

(Prisoner's 

Dilemma)

(Robert O. Keohane)

(a rational 

utility-maximezer)
9

10

11

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



6      

12 Robert O. Keohane, International Institutions and State Power: Essays in International Relations Theory, pp.17-20.
13 Andreas Hasenclever, and Peter Mayer, and Volker Rittberger, Theories of International Regimes (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp.108-120.
14 (Robert Keohane) (Joseph Nye Jr.)

1992 1
15 1999 1

30
16 

2001 21-26
17 2005 60

2012
See, Bonnie Glaster, Ensuring the Go Abroad Policy Serve China's Domestic Priorities, China Brief, The 

Jamestown Foundation, vol. 7, No. 5 March 8, 2007.

(reciprocity)

(reputation)

(absolute 

gains) (relative gains)
12

13

(Interdependence)

(Robert Keohane) (Joseph 

Nye Jr.)

14

15

20 80

16

17



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   7

18 (Jeffery Park) 21
2003

7 177  
19 

2008 1 21
20 2004

2004
2004 11 27

21 (Ellis Joffe) (Roy Kamphausen)
(Andrew Scobell) (Right-Sizing The People's Liberation Army)

2010 8 424
22 (Evan S. Medeiros) (China's International Behavior) 15-16
23 22 17

18

19

20

21

(Rand) (Evan 

S. Medeiros)

22

23

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



8      

24 2006 2006 555-556
25 Rosemary Foot, China and the Asia-Pacific Security Order: Harmonious Society and Harmonious World , 

Paper for International Studies Conference, March 2, 2007, p.6.
26 2006

99
27 2008

2008 8 41

1997

24 Rosemary Foot

25

26

27



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   9

28 60
2005 9 16 1

29 2500 2004 11 25  
http://news.sohu.com/20041125/n223169136.html  

95 137-138
30  2006 8 23 (Evan S. 

Medeiros) 76
31 (Evan S. Medeiros) (China's International Behavior) 76
32 31 16

60

28

29

30

31

32

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



10      

33 
2008 5 40-41

34 2009 3
145

35 1999 12 17
36 1995 337
37 52
38 2007 13 43

33

34

35

36

37

38

(G20)



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   11

39 38 42
40 Robert Axelord, and Robert L. Keohane, Achieving Cooperation under Anarchy: Strategies and Institutions , in 

Kenneth Oye, Cooperation under Anarchy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986), pp.226-228.
41 (Robert 

Keohane) 2001
1-15

42 61-65

39

40

41

(agency)

42

(principle)

(rule)

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



12      

43 Yong Dong, Hegemony on the Offensive: Chinese Perspectives on U.S. Global Strategy, Political Science Quarterly, 
Vol. 116, No. 3, 2001, pp.354-355.

44 2010 http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2011-03/31/content_1835289.htm
45 (Michael R. Chambers)

(Right-Sizing The People's Liberation Army) 26-28
46 2004

(China's International Behavior) 81 88 19
47 Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics (New York: Columbia University Press, 

1977), p.13.
48 Oran Young, International Regimes: Problems of Concept formation, in Paul F. Diehl, ed., The Politics of 

International Organizations: Patterns and Insights (Chicago: Dorsey Press, 1989), p.28. 

43

2010

44

45

46

47

48



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   13

49 85-86
50 John G. Ruggie, Multilateralism Matters: The Theory and Praxis of an Institutional Form (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1993), pp.138-140.
51 (public good)

52 (free ride problem)

53 (China's International Behavior) 152
54 53 154-162
55 53 167-178
56 55 98

49

(John Ruggie)

50 (common interests)

51

52

1990

53

54

55

20

56

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



14      

57 Zheng Bijian, China's Peaceful Rise to Great-Power Status, Foreign Affair, Vol.85, No. 5 September/October 
2005, pp.18-24.

58 2000 21-22
59 (Mancur Olson) (The Logic of Collective Action)

1996 2 2
60 2004 7 68-69

2003-2004

57

58

(M. Olson)

(rational choice)

59

60



Defense Journal   No.4, Vol.27   15

61 35

62 2007 2008 12

63 2003 6 6 1

64 http //www.fmprc.gov.

cn/chn/ziliao/wzzt/zgcydyhz/dqcdmeyzrhdld/t27173.htm 2003 10 10

65 

27 2 85 9 144

66 100 6 27 5

1990

1997 120

2006 895

130

2006 710 61

1996 3 2007

39 62

632003 10

64

2011

65

66

The Strategic Impications of China's Building a Harmonious World-- from Neo-Liberalism Perspectives



16      

80

30

100 11 16
101 04 24
101 04 25

72
1993 85

87 92




