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A Dissertation of Mainland China's guiding ideology of war transform
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Abstract

International Relations and Strategic Environments are changeable, China's southeast coast
has become an economic development center and international system of the 21 century is
more secure than the 20" century after thirty years of reforming and opening up; but according
to the local geo-strategy, the future military threat of PRC is most likely from the Pacific. To
response such possible changes in the international strategic situation, the PRC constantly revises
its “guiding ideology of the war,” and develops specific military thought base on it.
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Mainland China's “guiding ideology of war” is ahuge system including “the historical view
of war, the party commands the gun, active defense, the military agricultural syncretism, people's
war, guerrilla warfare and the war of annihilation and the concept of peaceful development” . This
paper starts from positioning the “guiding ideology of war” inthe “military thought” , and then
analyzes the PRC's guiding ideology of war, finally discusses the change of “guiding ideology
of war” from the aspects of “military strategic thought” , “operational thought” and “military
educational thought” .

Through internal and external incentives and changes, the PRC's guiding ideology of war
will changes as following:

First, the historical view of war, the military agricultural syncretism, people's war, guerrilla
warfare and the war of annihilation, etc., will continue to influence PRC's “guiding ideology
of the war” , but will gradually decline; the party commands the gun, active defense, peace and
development concept and so on, will be the main factors that influence the PRC's “guiding
ideology of the war” .

Secondly, the PRC's military strategic thinking will not be a direct challenge to
America's “superpower” status, but tried to prevent the emergence of international unipolar
world dominated by the United States, efforts to promote military modernization with Chinese
characteristics, and an attempt to become “the only two superpower.”

Thirdly, the high-tech informational joint operations and Asymmetric warfare is the core of
PRC's military thought. By standardizing manuals, tactic, technique and combat procedures to
promote “military reform with Chinese characteristics.”

Fourthly, emphasis on “building quality armed forces” , but stressed that “the scientific and
technological training” to support and winning the modern technology, especially local wars
under high-tech and information conditions, and to support military construction by changing to
quality, efficiency, technology-intensive.

Keywords: science of military, military science, Chinese military thinking, the guiding

ideology of war
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