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Exploring the Changes of Russia's Arms Sales Policy:
the Case of Russia's Arms Sales to Iran
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Abstract

On September 22, 2010, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev signed a decree to implement
the UNSC Resolution No. 1929. Beyond those items imposed by that resolution, Russia
also additionally bans the delivery of S-300 air defense systems to Iran. Since Russia rarely
unilaterally terminated the arms sales contract, it implys that Russia's foreign relations and its
arms sales policy are going to change.

Russia has never considered economic interests as the only factor of its arms sales policy.
In fact, economic interests are not the main purpose of Russia's arms sales and military-
technical cooperation. Rather, political and strategic interests have always been its implicit but
key factors of Russia's arms sales policy.
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1992-1993 Type-877E/Kilo Submarine 2
1991 1993-2009 | 9M111/AT-4 Spigot Anti-tank missile 15000 BHE
1993-2001 BMP-2 IFV 413 BHE
1996 Type-877E/Kilo Submarine 1
1993 1993-2000 V-46 Diesel engine (AV) 200
1994-1995 V-46 Diesel engine (AV) 104
1995 1996-2009 9M14M/AT-3 Sagger Anti-tank missile 3500 B HE
1997 1998-2002 | D-30 122mm Towed gun 100 B HE
1998 2000 Mi-8/Mi-17/Hip-H Helicopter 5
1999-2009 9M113/AT-5 Spandrel Anti-tank missile 2000 e
1999 2000-2003 9M114/AT-6 Spiral Anti-tank missile 540
2000-2001 Mi-8/Mi-17/Hip-H Helicopter 22
2001 2002-2003 Mi-8/Mi-17/Hip-H Helicopter 20
2003 2006 Su-25/Frogfoot-A Ground attack ac 6
2006 R-60/AA-8 Aphid SRAAM 40
2005 2006-2007 9M338/SA-15 Gauntlet SAM 750
2006-2007 Tor-M1/SA-15 Mobile SAM system 29
2007 L5 HEA S-300PMU-1/SA-20A SAM system 5

ZRlE R « SIPRI Arms Transfer Database, http://armstrade.sipri.org/armstrade/page/trade_register.php.
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