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Debates and Compromises of the U.S. NSC Major Members
during the 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis
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Abstract

In face of a treacherous and changing international environment, the U.S. President Dwight
David Eisenhower committed to enhance the capability of the National Security Council (NSC)
in the hope of producing better countermeasures to handle the international crises. Thus, the
regular attendees of NSC have become the key players in formulating the national security
matters. This paper uses the instance happened during Eisenhower era that NSC was dealing
with the 1958 Taiwan Strait Crisis as a case study to clarify the following research questions:
1) How did the Secretary of State John Foster Dulles gain an upper hand in the NSC decision-
making process? 2) How did the other participants of the NSC interact and compromise with
Dulles, and were their positions being influenced by Eisenhower's perceptions on the cross-
strait crisis? 3) How did Eisenhower dominate the decision-making process behind the sense?
The main theme of this paper is that President Eisenhower had already set up his objective and
carefully utilized his leading bureaucrats to achieve his goal. Thus, Eisenhower was indeed the
mastermind in resolving the crisis.
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