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THE RISE AND FALL OF CANON LAW : ITS INFLUENCE
ON MODERN WORLD

Yang, Chung-Sen
Abstract

The canon law of the Roman Catholic Church is the second oldest component
of the civil law system apart from Roman law. This body of law and procedure
was developed by the Church for its own governance and to regulate the rights
and obligations of its communicants. While the canon law was the universal law
of the spiritual domain directly associated with the authority of the pope, in the
Middle Ages before the Reformation, ecclesiastical courts had very wide jurisdiction

particularly in family law and succession matters, as well as certain types of
crimes. Its sway was at the zenith in the centuries A.D. 800-1200 ; it ended by
four hundred years later, and it had begun four hundred years earlier being-
twelve centuries in all. Canon law has had a profound influence on the laws of
European countries including England. The purpose of this article is to explore
the origin, evolution , main features as well as its influence or contribution to

modern laws.
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