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The Change of Guards in PLA High-ranking Officers of Military

Region Level Before and After the 18 Communist Party Congress
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Abstract

October 2012 marks the commencement of the 18™ Communist Party Congress during
which the Chinese Communist Party will decide the appointment of a number of key
positions including the Central Committee Member, the Central Committee Member Alter-
nate, and the Central Discipline Committee Member. In addition, the gathering is also
expected to name the next Central Party Leadership group and also the new Military
Committee. As for the PLA's high-ranking officers(Generals and above) and mid-level offi-
cers(Lieutenant Generals and above) in various Military Regions around the country, this
once every 5 year event is no doubt an important opportunity of a life time in their military
career.

This article discusses from the point of view of systematic operation of the current
employment structure of the PLA high and mid-ranking officers, furthermore, the regula-
tion with regard to their retirement plan, and the possible development in the change of top
military leadership in the near future is also taken into account.
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Such development will affect to a certain extent the PLA, cross-strait relations with Tai-
wan, and the stability of the Asia-Pacific region.

Under the requirement for recruiting new officers for the PLA, the younger generation
has been given prevalence in the selection of high-ranking officers; the intermediate criterion
takes into consideration their professional performance(specialization) and educational qual-
ifications(know-how); Lastly, whether the individual qualifies the requirement for being a
“Complex Talent” . And no doubt, whether one receives the opportunity to perform, which
can demonstrate their individual capability, and if or not one is viewed upon favorably by
the Central Military Committee's high commanding level also decides the promotion
process.

Keywords: People's Liberation Army(PLA), military region commanding position,

rank system
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