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Convoy Escort
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This mission requires the tank platoon to provide the
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convoy with security and close-in protection from direct
fire while on the move. The platoon is well suited for this
role because of its vehicles’ mobility, firepower, and armor
protection against mines and direct and indirect fires.
Depending on a variety of factors (size of the convoy,
escort assets available, METT-TC factors), the platoon
may perform convoy escort either independently or as part

of a larger unit’'s convoy security mission.
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aEd. T REF LRI AL LT -
7oL % JR:M1A1 AIM with TUSK on patrol. 1st Platoon, Delta Company,
2nd Combined Arms Battalion, 69th Armor Regiment.
Rustamiyah, Baghdad al Jadidah, Irag. 07-DEC-2007 U.S.
Air Force Photos 1280x768, 212K JPEGs.
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Command and Control
Battle command is especially critical because of the task
organization of the convoy escort mission. The
relationship between the platoon and the convoy
commander must provide for unity of command and effort
if combat operations are required during the course of the
mission. In most cases, the tank platoon will execute the
escort mission under control of the security force
commander, who is usually OPCON or attached to the
convoy commander. At times, however, the platoon will be
OPCON or attached directly to the convoy commander.
This occurs when the platoon is providing security for

tactical operations centers (TOC) or when it is operating

independently with a small convoy.
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TR K M1A1 AIM with TUSK on patrol. 1st Platoon, Delta

Company, 2nd Combined Arms Battalion, 69th Armor
Regiment. Rustamiyah, Baghdad al Jadidah, Iraq. 07-DEC-

2007 U.S. Air Force Photos 1280x600, 146K. JPEGs.
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FFL kR FMI 3-34.119, Figure B-1. Event template.



The convoy commander should issue a complete OPORD
to all vehicle commanders in the convoy prior to execution
of the mission. This is vital because the convoy may itself
be task organized from a variety of units and because
some vehicles may not have tactical radios. The order
should follow the standard five-paragraph OPORD format,
but special emphasis should be placed on the following
subjects:

» Route of march (with a strip map provided for each
vehicle commander).

+ Order of march.

+ Actions at halts.

+ Actions if a vehicle becomes disabled.

+ Actions on contact.

+ Chain of command.

+ Communications and signal information.

e% SH Wié#ﬁ"

(w,

Ef&ff' Pidmie ~ o] 2805 £ F1 % > SRR
—?‘éf%ﬁf?_ FEAE Hag) WARLIELE S J’f‘_zaiqhm B B
AT f TS FES 7 R
AR s I 2NN ERERES
Tactical Disposition

During all escort missions, the convoy security
commander and tank platoon leader must establish and
maintain security in all directions and throughout the
length of the convoy. They can adjust the disposition of
the platoon, either as a unit or dispersed, to fit the security
requirements of each particular situation. As noted,
several factors, including convoy size and METT-TC,
affect this disposition. Perhaps the key consideration is
whether the platoon is operating as part of larger escort

force or is executing the escort mission independently.
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Large-Scale Escort Missions

When sufficient escort assets are available, the convoy
commander will usually organize the convoy into three
distinct elements: advance guard, close-in protective

group, and rear guard.
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? L % JBr: FM3-20.15, Figure 5-4. Tank platoon as part of a larger escort

force.
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F L K i FM3-20.15, Figure 5-5B. Platoon performing flank security for a
convoy.

The tank platoon will normally be task organized to

operate within the close-in protective group. This element

provides immediate, close-in protection for the vehicle

column, with escort vehicles positioned either within the

column or on the flanks. The convoy commander’s vehicle

is located within this group.
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f L % JBr: FM3-20.15, Figure 5-8A. Convoy escort actions toward ambush.
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The advance guard reconnoiters and proofs the convoy
route. It searches for signs of enemy activity, such as

ambushes and obstacles. Within its capabilities, it

attempts to clear the route and provides the convoy
commander with early warning before the arrival of the
vehicle column. In some cases, an individual tank platoon
vehicle, a section, or the entire platoon may be designated
as part of the advance guard. The platoon leader may
also be required to attach a tank with a mine plow or mine

roller to this element.
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The rear guard follows the convoy. It provides security in
the area behind the main body of the vehicle column,
often moving with medical and recovery assets. Again, an
individual vehicle, a section, or the entire tank platoon
may be part of this element.
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Note: The convoy commander may also designate the
tank platoon as part of a reaction force for additional
firepower in the event of enemy contact. The
reaction force will either move with the convoy or be
located at a staging area close enough to provide

immediate interdiction against the enemy.
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When the platoon is deployed as a unit during a large-
scale escort operation, it can provide forward, flank, or
rear close-in security. In such situations, it executes

tactical movement based on the factors of METT-TC.
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Independent Escort Operations

When the tank platoon executes a convoy escort mission
independently, the convoy commander and platoon leader
will disperse the tanks throughout the convoy formation to
provide forward, flank, and rear security. Whenever
possible, wingman tanks should maintain visual contact
with their leaders. Tanks equipped with mine plows or
mine rollers (and engineer assets, if available) should be
located near the front to react to obstacles. At times, these
assets may be required to move ahead of the convoy,
acting as the reconnaissance element or moving with

scouts to proof the convoy route.

BRI SR RS
5

e
rﬁl
TR E S AR TR RARLY R

’«-‘\
\\\

In some independent escort missions, variations in terrain

along the route may require the platoon to operate using a

modified traveling overwatch technique.
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7B % iR U.S. Army M1A1 with MCR. Fort Polk, Louisiana-08-NOV-

1998 U.S. DoD Photo1280x974, 218K, JPEG.
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? L % JBk: FM3-20.15, Figure 5-4. Tank platoon as part of a larger
escort force
WAHspP Rl eaTmEtipd o R2e

i HERTIEZ DG <

o ATt e S D PR 2 B o
WL R 2eG B 2

2 b B TREAL T TS RN G &

—\\ :‘

%
(w
o]
=
o
Tﬂ\
it
h
“},ﬂ\\
=

Figure illustrates such a situation: It shows one section
leading the convoy while the other trails the convoy.
Dispersion between vehicles in each section is sufficient
to provide flank security. Depending on the terrain, the trail
section may not be able to overwatch the movement of

the lead section.




PR -

' FM3-20.15 Glossary MEET-TC 2007-02 § ;=4 € %1% -, 4 i 3x(Mission) ~ gcfi-(Enemy) ~ 3 2j(Terrain) ~ 3815k iw
(Troops) ~ 7 41 * 2 p¥ & (Time available)* # = % £ (Civil consideration) -

2 http://www.pearson-eng.com 2009-08 #t & &]-% %34 4 gwd + > v % *:?;‘%—“fi’" 2R G o MR R RD G
Tfr °©

3

P IR LR PO

http://www.pearson-eng.com 2009-08 #+ 7 jfifh-% %331 4 |d + > 7% Aoz i%-‘f TE2 TF % FERALED

a3

~=h



