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The Divergence and Convergence of the Cross-Strait Relations:
A Neo-Functionalism Analysis
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Abstract

The integration theory defines that the countries want to integrate should have common
culture and history, and also mutually benefit from the economical integration. The inte-
gration theory further mentions that the economical activities of the integrated independent
states (regimes) should not invade the sovereignty of the others. However, the economical
integration will cause a spillover effect. This means the countries in the integration process
will have to adjust their policies in order to have a common platform for economical
integration. Finally, the economical integration will lead to a political integration as well,
in accordance with the European integration model. There is a dilemma because the cross-
strait relations have not become amicable between Taiwan and China and there cannot be
consensus on the model of integration in the current situation. This article confers some key
concepts of the integration theory, reviews those concepts and also proposes some optimal
projects for the economical integrations of Taiwan and China.
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