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The Transformation of USMC in 21°*' Century-
The Development of Distributed Operations
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Abstract

1. The United States Marine Corps seeks to defeat the enemies who are adaptive, decen-
tralized elusive enemy such as “non-state actors’ in fighting the Global War on terror-
ism. Distributed Operations is a concept of operations which is currently developed by
Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory.

2. During the 21*' century, some instances of wars had proved that the concept of Distrib-
uted Operations is feasible. Empowered small-unit leaders are able to conduct the mis-
sion successfully by performing adequate decision-making skills in the extended bat-
tlespace.

3. Battalion-to-squad-size formations can conduct Distributed Operations. Units could be
organized from squad to battalion level in the characters of MAGTF organization. Dis-
tributed Operations units would be capable of executing DO missions alone, or merged
into MAGTF organizations for conventional missions.

4. There are still bottlenecks and difficulties to overcome, such as platforms or equipments
development, personnel training and educations, on developing Distributed Operations.

5. It would have been a significant milestone for transformation of the United States
Navy and Marine Corps, if the development of Distributed Operations was successful.
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