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The End Game across the Taiwan Strait as Seen
from an International Regime Perspective
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Abstract

Given the promising current situation across the Taiwan Strait, it is likely that the two sides
across the Strait would in the end resort to peaceful means, rather than military ones, to solve the dis-
crepancy. As a matter of fact, political figures as well as academic scholars have for many years
brought up models including federation, confederation, cross-Strait congress, diplomatic means, Ger-
many unification model, and European Union model as possible solutions. Nonetheless, above-men-
tioned solutions are by no means the solutions to the cross-Strait problems because they are most-
ly based on ideology, political stands, or even ethnic group differences and are therefore con-
strained within the Cold War and sovereign state structures. What is worse is that the two sides are
still plagued with political identification, military face-off, Taiwan consciousness, and economic
dependency on China predicaments.

This research focuses on global governance and aims to formulate a blueprint in the future for
the two sides from an international regime perspective. One of the features of international regime



is that it offers a solution to the international eternality problem. The implementation of international
regime will increase the degree of transparency of actors’ behaviors and thus make possible the pre-
dictability of actions in an anarchical international system. The possibility of cooperation will be thus
higher. Since the situation across the Strait is a typical status of international anarchy, it is therefore
very easy for the two sides to fall into the zero-sum stalemate as it has been in the past 60 years. Inter-
national regime perspective then provides a different angle for the solution.

Keywords: International regime
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